1).
A left carotid artery injection demonstrated normal filling of the left middle cerebral system and both left and right anterior cerebral branches. There was also cross-filling into the right anterior cerebral artery retrograde toward the right internal carotid bifurcation, where it was totally blocked (Fig. 2) .
Operation. On November 23, 1977, an anastomosis was performed between the right STA and an MCA branch. During surgery a thrombus was observed near 1 of the branches of the MCA. The postoperative course was smooth and uneventful with gradual improvement of the left hemiparesis.
Postoperative Course. In January 1978 the patient experienced a minor ischemic event and on February 9, 1978, a follow-up angiogram was obtained. This again demonstrated complete occlusion of the right ICA, but the bypass was irrigating the entire MCA territory (Figs. 3 and 4) . Later views demonstrated rich perfusion, but there remained a tiny drop of contrast material near the trifurcation of the right MCA (Fig. 5 ).
This patient experienced no further problems and was able to graduate from high school without any difficulty in 1982. He then graduated from trade school in August 1984 (automobile body work). He was employed in road construction with safety signs, detours, and barricades. He went on to attend the Trade School for the Local Trade Union 134 of the International Brotherhood for Electrical Workers (1989 Workers ( -1994 and became a Journeyman. He currently is employed as an electrician, which requires climbing ladders, tedious work in tight spaces, and precise dexterity. His only remaining deficit is very slight limitation of dexterity of his left hand, which he uses to support the most detailed maneuvers of his right hand.
During 1994 this patient provided me with a letter expressing his appreciation for the care he received and summarizing his life experience to the age of 30 years (Fig. 6) . On October 18, 2007, it was our privilege to share an enjoyable few moments with the patient and review the past 30 years (Fig. 7) . He is now 43 years of age.
Conclusions
It is our opinion that the operation performed November 23, 1977, saved this patient from some potentially devastating consequences so that he has been able to enjoy a normal life. This opinion cannot be proven, but no one can disprove our opinion. Each person is an individual possessing unique circumstances, so that clinical experience and judgment must overrule statistics in certain patients. 
